
2020 Dr. Janet Falk-Kessler 
Distinguished Lectureship

Free Virtual Conference
earn up to 3 contact hours

Friday, December 4, 2020
1:30-4:30pm EST

2020 JFK Distinguished Lecturer: 
Danielle Butin, MS, OTR

”Innovating in Life’s Uncertain Corners"



2020 JFK Lectureship Program

1:30 - 1:45 pm - Welcome Remarks
1:45 pm - 3:30 pm – Concurrent Breakout Oral Presentations
3:30 - 4:30 pm – JFK Distinguished Lecture



Danielle Butin, MS, OTR: 
2020 JFK Lecturer

”Innovating in Life’s Uncertain Corners”

Join Danielle on a reflective and courageous journey as she shares stories about launching the Afya Foundation, challenging the 
status quo, advocating for the underserved, and making a difference globally. Through the Afya Foundation, Danielle has built 

diverse communities of support to change the lives of those often unseen and disregarded. Her ability to lead and grow the Afya 
Foundation has been enhanced by using her OT expertise to build improved and innovative healthcare solutions for a global 

audience. Her work, a blend of global health and social justice, is deeply rooted in listening carefully to those in need, genuinely 
showing up with energy and resolve, and building creative and soulful solutions to complex problems. Honest and humorous in 
approach, this thought-provoking lecture will inspire the risk taking and courage needed to create cutting edge solutions to the

most challenging of circumstances.



Oral Presentations
Sessions Pediatrics Rehabilitation General Practice, Mental Health, 

Wellness
Functional Cognition 
Assessments

Session 1
1:45-2:30

PEDS 1:

Looking ahead: How OT’s can 
contribute to the design of our 
school systems’ behavior 
management reform

Anna Goldenberg; New York 
City Department of Education

REHAB 1:

Impact of a short-term occupation-
based program on improving pain, 
fatigue, and occupational 
performance in women with cancer 
living in the community

Rochelle Mendonca and Colleen 
Maher; Columbia University and 
University of the Sciences in 
Philadelphia

GP 1:

Occupational therapy's role in a 
community-based approach to 
substance-abuse prevention & mental-
health promotion for youth

Sean Getty; Stony Brook University

FUNCOG1:

The Occupational Therapy 
Anticipatory Awareness Test: A 
functional cognitive assessment 
for adults with neurological 
conditions

Danielle Mahoney, Lenin C. 
Grajo, and Glen Gillen; Iona 
College and Columbia 
University

Session 2
2:35-3:20

PEDS 2:

Effectiveness of an 
occupational therapy reading 
program for low socioeconomic 
elementary students: A pilot 
randomized controlled study

Mari Arnaud and Sharon 
Gutman; PS 197 and Columbia 
University

REHAB 2:

Functional Upper Extremity Levels 
(FUEL): A classification tool for the 
neurological upper extremity

Daniel Geller, Steve Van Lew, Nettie 
Capasso, Rachel Feld-Glazman, and 
Adrienne Dicembri; Columbia 
University, Burke Rehabilitation, and 
Rusk Rehabilitation

GP 2:

Strength-based practice for autistic 
individuals by OT practitioners

Kavitha Murthi, Yu-Lun Chen, Kristie 
Patten, and Stephen Mark Shore; New 
York University and Adelphi University

FUNCOG 2:

Measuring the clinical 
competence of occupational 
therapists working with adults 
with neuromuscular diseases.

Scott Rushanan, Dawn M. 
Nilsen, and Lenin C. Grajo; The 
University of Pennsylvania 
Health System and Columbia 
University



Columbia OT’s Commitment to 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Registration for the 2020 Online JFK Lecture is FREE.  

We welcome tax-deductible donations to a newly created 
OT Diversity Scholarship Fund that will benefit CU OT 
Students.

Register and make your donations by November 30th here:

https://events.columbia.edu/go/JFK2020

https://events.columbia.edu/go/JFK2020

